they can leave. On the way to the boat, soldiers with dogs stop her. They search her basket and discover the package. But when they rip it open it contains only a handkerchief, and they let her go. Annemarie makes it to the boat in time, to Henrik's evident relief.
That evening, Henrik is safe at home having dinner with Annemarie, Kirsti, and Mrs. Johansen, whose ankle has been taken care of by the local doctor. After dinner, Uncle Henrik takes Annemarie to learn how to milk the cow. They talk about the events of the day. He explains that he hid his passengers in the bottom of the boat, and the handkerchief was essential because it kept the Germans' dogs from smelling the human cargo. Uncle Henrik praises Annemarie for her bravery and reassures her that Ellen is safe and they will meet again someday.
The war ends in May, and Annemarie and her family watch from their balcony as people parade in the streets with the Danish flag. Annemarie thinks of the Rosens and realizes that they, along with all the others who were forced to flee, will soon be returning home. Peter Nielsen has died. He was shot in a public square for his involvement in the Resistance. Annemarie's parents tell her that Lise was a member of the Resistance, too, and that she did not die in an accident, but was killed by the Germans. Thinking of Lise and of Ellen, Annemarie goes to the trunk of Lise's things in her room and takes out the Star of David pendant that she has been keeping for Ellen. She says she will wear the necklace herself until Ellen returns.
(Provided by Sparknotes)
Instructional Plan: The purpose of this lesson is to prepare students to read Number the Stars. Students need to understand the term historical fiction and its components. More importantly, students need to gain an understanding of the who, what, when, where and why of the Holocaust.
Instructions and Activities:
1. Begin the lesson with a "written conversation":  Students write their names on the top of a piece of paper, then respond in writing to the prompt: Would you risk your life to save another person? Give students 2-3 minutes to write a brief response. Students should provide a few sentences for their response.  Students pass their paper to a classmate. Students read the response, then respond to what their classmate has written. Give students 2-3 minutes to write their responses.  Students pass their papers to a third classmate. This time, they read both written responses on the paper, add their own response to what their classmates have written.  Papers go back to the original writers. Students reread their original response, read the two responses provided by their classmates, and then write a brief final reflection. 2. Discuss the term historical fiction with students. Guide the discussion towards the idea that historical fiction, while a fictional story, is written to portray a time period or convey information about an important time period or a historical event. Explain that at this point in history, many people were faced with the decision whether or not to risk their own lives to help others.
Orally discuss written students' responses to this question. In the story, Helen says, "Some pretty strange things were happening that night."  Identify one (1) thing that was strange to Helen from the story.  Explain the real reason why you think the strange things happened using details from the story.
What did Lydia's mother mean when she said, "The place for stars is in the sky. When people take them down from the sky and sew them on their clothes, it only brings trouble."  Describe a type of trouble that came to the Jewish people who had to wear the stars. 
Name ________________________________

Number the Stars
Sentence using good context clues:
Food has to be ________________________ during wartime when much of the produce was shipped to feed the troops.
Sentence without context clues:
Food has to be _______________________.
Sentence using good context clues:
The _________________ five year old refused to clean her room even after her mother threatened to punish her.
Sentence without context clues:
The five year old was acting __________________. Close reading requires students to reread and revisit important parts of the text. Close reading does not occur during the initial reading of the text. After reading a section of the book, students will return to a specific part to reread, discuss, and deepen their understanding of important themes, vocabulary, and events in the book.
Day One:
 The teacher will pass out the close read with guiding questions.  Students should read the section on their own and take notes on the questions. Students can write their initial thoughts about this section in the space provided. It is important that students have the opportunity to wrestle with complex text and challenging questions on their own before group discussion.  Next, the teacher reads section aloud to students. Students and teacher discuss the guiding questions.  Students add to and amend their notes as needed. This is an important part of the process as it requires students to use the discussion to revise their initial thinking.
Day Two:
 In order to prepare for the open-ended question, students can be guided to review their notes from the group discussion and complete the graphic organizer. They may also continue the discussion and revision of their notes.  Students use their notes and graphic organizer to complete the open-ended question. Students should be encouraged to complete their responses in 20-25 minutes. The teacher can provide support as needed for this activity.
Close Read: Number the Stars: Section 1
Section 1 Close Read (Part 1 -page 2)
"Halte!" the soldier ordered in a stern voice.
The German word was as familiar as it was frightening. Annemarie had heard it often enough before, but it had never been directed at her until now.
Behind her, Ellen also slowed and stopped. Far back, Kirsti was plodding along, her face in a pout because the girls hadn't waited for her.
Annemarie stared up. There were two of them. That meant two helmets, two sets of cold eyes glaring at her, and four tall shiny boots planted firmly on the sidewalk, blocking her path to home.
And it meant two rifles, gripped in the hands of the soldiers. She stared at the rifles first. Then, finally, she looked into the face of the soldier who had ordered her to halt. 
Guiding Questions
Section 1 Close Read (Part 2 -page 4)
"And who is this?" he asked, looking to Annemarie's side. Kirsti had appeared there suddenly, scowling at everyone. "My little sister." She reached down for Kirsti's hand, but Kirsti, always stubborn, refused it and put her hands on her hips defiantly.
The soldier reached down and stroked her little sister's short, tangled curls. Stand still, Kirsti, Annemarie ordered silently, praying that somehow the obstinate five-year-old would receive the message, But Kirsti reached up and pushed the soldier's hand away. "Don't," she said loudly. 
Guiding Questions
Section 1 Close Read (Part 3 -page 5)
When they were almost home, Ellen whispered suddenly, "I was so scared." "Me too," Annemarie whispered back.
As they turned to enter their building, both girls looked straight ahead, toward the door. They did it purposely so they would not catch the eyes or the attention of two more soldiers, who stood with their guns on this corner as well. Kirsti scurried ahead of them through the door, chattering about the picture she was bringing home from kindergarten to show Mama. For Kirsti, the soldiers were simply part of the landscape, something that had always been there, on every corner, as unimportant as lampposts, throughout her remembered life.
Guiding Questions
What does the phrase "catch the eyes" mean? "Halte!" the soldier ordered in a stern voice.
And it meant two rifles, gripped in the hands of the soldiers. She stared at the rifles first. Then, finally, she looked into the face of the soldier who had ordered her to halt.
How does Annemarie describe the soldiers? What does Annemarie notice about the soldiers?
What does this reveal about how she feels/how she sees these soldiers?
Section 1 Close Read (Part 2 -page 4)
The soldier reached down and stroked her little sister's short, tangled curls. Stand still, Kirsti, Annemarie ordered silently, praying that somehow the obstinate five-year-old would receive the message, But Kirsti reached up and pushed the soldier's hand away. "Don't," she said loudly.
Guiding Questions
How does Kirsti react to the soldiers?
What do Kirsti's reactions show about her and events going on around her?
Section 1 Close Read (Part 3 -page 5)
Guiding Questions
What does the phrase "catch the eyes" mean?
Why is the author using this phrase here? What does it reveal?
Number the Stars: Section 2 Chapters 5-8
Overview: In this section the teacher will decide small group assignments for the class. Please note that students should not be participating in round robin reading. They may partner read or read a few pages silently and discuss as a group and continue. Teacher may give group task or discussion questions to focus on. Students should continue to practice recording and sharing their thoughts. As the groups meet to read, teacher will circulate. During this section, students should continue to use context clues. At the end of the section, students will reread a section of the text as a close read, and answer an openended question. The House by the Sea "Oh, Annemarie," Ellen said, with awe in her voice, "it is beautiful."
Annemarie looked around and nodded her head in agreement. The house and the meadows that surrounded it were so much a part of her childhood, a part of her life, that she didn't often look at them with fresh eyes. But now she did, seeing Ellen's pleasure. And it was true. They were beautiful.
The little red-roofed farmhouse was very old, its chimney crooked and even the small, shuttered windows tilted at angles. A bird's nest, wispy with straw, was half hidden in the corner where the roof met the wall above a bedroom window. Nearby, a gnarled tree was still speckled with a few apples now long past ripe.
Mama and Kirsti had gone inside, but Annemarie and Ellen ran across the high-grassed meadow, through the last wildflowers. From nowhere, a gray kitten appeared and ran beside them, pouncing here and there upon imagined mice, pausing to lick its paws, and then darting off again.
How is the setting described? 
What are some of the things that Mama says that let the reader know that danger lurks beneath the peaceful scene? For a moment, to Annemarie, listening, it seemed like all the earlier times, the happy visits to the farm in the past with summer daylight extending beyond bedtime, with children tucked away in the bedrooms and grownups downstairs talking.
But there was a difference. In the earlier times, she had always overheard laughter. Tonight there was no laughter at all.
How does the author show the changes over time?
In earlier times… The House by the Sea "Oh, Annemarie," Ellen said, with awe in her voice, "it is beautiful."
How is the setting described?
What mood is created by this description? Section 2 Close Read (Part 2 -page 63) "I took Ellen down to show her the sea," Annemarie explained when they reached the place where Mama waited. "She'd never been that close before! We started to wade, but it was too cold. I wish we had come in the summer so we could swim." "It's cold even then," Mama said. She looked around. "You didn't see anyone, did you? You didn't talk to anyone?" Annemarie shook her head. "Just the kitten." Ellen had picked it up, and it lay purring in her arms as she stroked its small head and talked to it softly. "I meant to warn you. You must stay away from people while you are here." "But there is no one around here," Annemarie reminded her.
"Even so. If you see anyone at all -even someone you know, one of Henrik's friends -it is better if you come in the house. It is too difficult -maybe even dangerous -to explain who Ellen is."
Ellen looked up and bit her lip. "There aren't soldiers here, too?" she asked.
Mama sighed. "I'm afraid there are soldiers everywhere. And especially now. This is a bad time."
What are some of the things that Mama says that let the reader know that danger lurks beneath the peaceful scene?
For a moment, to Annemarie, listening, it seemed like all the earlier times, the happy visits to the farm in the past with summer daylight extending beyond bedtime, with children tucked away in the bedrooms and grownups downstairs talking.
In earlier times… Now… Number the Stars: Section 3 Chapters 9-13
Overview: Students will continue to read this section with partners or in small groups. Please note that students should not be participating in round robin reading. They may partner read or read a few pages silently and discuss as a group and continue. Students should continue to practice recording and sharing their thoughts. As the groups meet to read, teacher will circulate. While there is no close reading lesson for this section, teachers should choose one discussion question for written response.
Suggested Vocabulary: (RL5.4) Use the following terms to determine meaning used in context. Teach students how to use context clues to determine meaning of words. Students can use the vocabulary chart to identify words they know from using background knowledge (BK), context clues (CC), or the dictionary. Students may create their own sentences using words. The war would end. Uncle Henrik had said that, and it was true. The war ended almost two long years later. Annemarie was twelve.
Churchbells rang all over Copenhagen, early that May evening. The Danish flag was raised everywhere. People stood in the streets and wept as they sang the national anthem of Denmark.
Annemarie stood on the balcony of the apartment with her parents and sister, and watched. Up and down the street, and across on the other side, she could see flags and banners in almost every window. She knew that many of those apartments were empty. For nearly two years, now, neighbors had tended the plants and dusted the furniture and polished the candlesticks for the Jews who had fled. Her mother had done so for the Rosens. Peter Neilsen was dead. It was a painful fact to recall on this day when there was so much joy in Denmark. But Annemarie forced herself to think of her redheaded almost-brother, and how devastating the day was when they received the news that Peter had been captured and executed by the Germans in the public square at Ryvangen, in Copenhagen.
He had written a letter to them from prison the night before he was shot. It had said simply that he loved them, that he was not afraid, and that he was proud to have done what he could for his country and for the sake of all free people. He had asked, in the letter, to be buried beside Lise.
Close Reading -Section 4 (Part 2, page 129)
Even in the face of joy and freedom, the end of war is marked by sacrifice. What sacrifice is represented here? So I would like to end this with a paragraph written by that young man, in a letter to his mother, the night before he was put to death.
…and I want you all to remember -that you must not dream yourselves back to the times before the war, but to dream for you all, young and old, must be to create an ideal of human decency, and not a narrow-minded and prejudiced one. That is the great gift our country hungers for, something every little peasant boy can look forward to, and with pleasure feel he is a part of -something he can work and fight for.
What does the phrase "an ideal of human decency" mean? The war would end. Uncle Henrik had said that, and it was true. The war ended almost two long years later. Annemarie was twelve.
Annemarie stood on the balcony of the apartment with her parents and sister, and watched. Up and down the street, and across on the other side, she could see flags and banners in almost every window. She knew that many of those apartments were empty. For nearly two years, now, neighbors had tended the plants and dusted the furniture and polished the candlesticks for the Jews who had fled. Her mother had done so for the Rosens.
"It is what friends do," Mama had said. Now neighbors had entered each unoccupied, waiting apartment, opened a window, and hung a symbol of freedom there.
Close Reading -Section 4 (Part 1, page 128 )
What are some of the things the Danes did to show they did not forget their neighbors? Section 4 Close Read (Part 2 -page 129)
Peter Neilsen was dead. It was a painful fact to recall on this day when there was so much joy in Denmark. But Annemarie forced herself to think of her redheaded almost-brother, and how devastating the day was when they received the news that Peter had been captured and executed by the Germans in the public square at Ryvangen, in Copenhagen.
Even in the face of joy and freedom, the end of war is marked by sacrifice. What sacrifice is represented here?
Why was Peter willing to be part of the Resistance and make this sacrifice? Section 4 Close Read (Part 3 -page 137) So I would like to end this with a paragraph written by that young man, in a letter to his mother, the night before he was put to death.
What does the phrase "an ideal of human decency" mean?
What does the phrase "narrow-minded and prejudiced" mean?
What is this young man saying he hopes for?
